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Andrew Bradley Interiors

Your local specialist in carpets and curtains.
A family business with over 45 years of experience.

Choose f rom an extensive range of carpet and 
curtain samples from leading manufacturers 

in the comfort of your own home.
Made to measure and fitted, all styles of  blinds:

Venetian, Roller, Vertical, Roman, Pleated, 
including bespoke conservatory blinds.

Re-upholstery service.
[

01562 883197 / 07976 152479
andrewbradleyinteriors@virginmedia.com

47 Pinewoods Avenue, Hagley
@andrew_bradley_interiors
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As Autumn approaches and we slip into 
September, we’d like to start by wishing the 
younger folk of Hagley and our surrounding 
villages all the very best as they settle into 
new terms at their schools, colleges and 
universities. It often seems like a time of 
new beginnings - new schools, new shoes 
and a new season!

As usual we have plenty of interesting 
updates in this month’s issue including 
reports from our local clubs and societies 
and the latest information from Hagley 
Parish Council, Neighbourhood Watch, and 
Neighbourhood Plan.

If you fancy enjoying a lovely, lighthearted 
evening out then why not pop along 
to the Community Centre and enjoy 
Hagley Theatre Group’s performance of  
The Addams Family. It will be running from 
the 12th to 15th October, more details are 
available on pages 8 and 9 along with ticket 
purchasing information.

For an afternoon out and some beautiful 
music then why not consider a peace and 
serenity of St Johns Church where Music 
for Sanctuary will be holding a concert on 
the 11th of this month. See The Parish Of 
Hagley page 40 for more details.

On a last note - just a little reminder if we 
may. We haven’t run a “Step Back In Time” 
feature for quite a while now - and we’d 
really like to start including them again. If 
any of you lovely people have any photos 
and snippets of bygone days in Hagley and 
the surrounding villages which we could 
use then please email the editor.

That’s all for now folks - enjoy this months 
Village News and we’ll be right back with 
you in October.

Alison Akers Editor

Cover photo courtesy of Sue Millward
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

ACTIVE 
SENIORS 
9.30-10.30am 
11.15-12.15pm

LITTLE 
TREASURES 
10.15-11.30am

ACTIVE 
SENIORS 
2.45-3.45pm  
& tai chi 
4.15-5.15pm 

PILATES 
WITH YASMIN 
9.30am

LITTLE 
KICKERS 
1.00pm

WEST GLEN 
HTM DOG 
TRAINING 
2.00pm

ACTIVE 
SENIORS 
2.45-3.45pm 
& tai chi 
4.15-5.15pm

MC PAWS 
DOG 
TRAINING 
7.00pm

WEST GLEN 
HTM DOG 
TRAINING 
7.00pm

VERVE 
TAEKWONDO 
7.00pm

PERFORMANCE 
HUB DANCE 
8.45am

Active Seniors: 07512 546480    MC Paws: 01562 633045    West Glen: 01384 637085 
Little Kickers: 07545 236917    Verve Taekwondo: 01562 827437    Yasmin: 07747 787832 
Performance Hub Dance: 07825 535627    

OPEN TO ALL

POP-UP CAFÉ
WEDNESDAYS AND 

SATURDAYS 9-12 
AT CLENT VILLAGE HALL

COMMUNITY CENTRE TIMETABLE 2022
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On Tuesday 6th September we welcome 
professional historical performers ‘Discover 
History’ who will be presenting ‘The Stone 
and Bronze Age in Worcestershire’. Prehistory 
is the longest period of human history, 
but the one we know least about. Over 
this time, Worcestershire underwent huge 
climactic, societal, political, technological, 
and geological changes - including two ice 
ages! The lack of written records mean that 
historians rely upon archaeological evidence 
to provide insight into everyday human 
experiences such as sourcing food, finding 
shelter and trading. 

On Tuesday 4th October Julian Hunt joins 
us to speak about ‘William Shenstone’. In 
1714, Shenstone was born at ‘The Leasowes’, 
Halesowen. He grew up surrounded by the 
woods, fields and lakes of his local area, which 
inspired his poetry. Back in the eighteenth 
century, poetry inspired by the countryside 
and the beauty of nature was fashionable, and 

Shenstone was considered a tastemaker – 
influencing the move away from neoclassical 
formality in gardens to simple and natural 
designs. When he inherited Leasowes, he 
began to transform the land using a word he 
was the first to use - ‘landscape gardening’. 
Join us to find out whether this early 
‘influencer’ and his garden achieved the fame 
he desired. Julian was born in Romsley, he 
has published a variety of local history books 
and is a popular speaker. 

Visitors are most welcome at all our events. 
See hhfs.org.uk for details and contacts.

Rachel Paget - Secretary 
See hhfs.org.uk for details & contacts

HAGLEY HISTORICAL AND FIELD SOCIETY

HAGLEY WI
Now of course, as our WI year starts in 
September, we have new activities and events 
to look forward to. We start with a talk by John 
Pittwood on Monday September 12th telling 
us about the Strike of Women Chainmakers 
of Cradley Heath in 1910. The strength of the 
women of yesteryear is truly awesome and 
gives us so much to be proud of today.

We also have our exhibition on Saturday 8th 
October celebrating 100 years of the WI in 
Hagley. We are all busily getting everything 
ready and loving all the things we are finding 
about the WI meetings of the past. Maybe you 
have relatives, neighbours, friends who were 
once associated with W.I. Perhaps we have a 
photo…. Please come along and see. Visit us 
in the Free Church, everyone is welcome.

Our meeting next month on 10th October 
is all about the Nature of Wyre with local 
naturalist Rosemary Winnall. As a keen 

enthusiast of the natural world, I’m so looking 
forward to it.  If anything sounds interesting 
to you, why not pop to our Facebook page 
where you will see more info.

Our monthly meetings are usually held on 
the second Monday of the month at Hagley 
Community Centre at 2.00pm. We are a 
friendly group and welcome visitors. Why not 
come along and see us. If you would like to 
know more. Please do get in touch Judi Priest 
judipriest1@gmail.com
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DISTRIBUTORS
We need help with delivering 

our lovely Village News

If you enjoy fresh air, walking and would 
be happy to take a bundle of our mags to 
distribute round allocated roads in Hagley 

then please contact David on  

01562 884751
PLEASE NOTE: This role is a voluntary position

HAGLEY SCOUT HUT TIMETABLE 2022
Yasmin PILATES & 
MUMMY & ME PILATES 
9.45-10.40am

Rachael -  
ME TIME FITNESS 
9.00-11.45am

MON

TUE

WEDS

THUR

FRI

SUN

SAT

Sarah 
CONEXUS TUITION 
4.00-6.00pm

Nicola  
HALESOWEN 
DANCE ACADEMY 
4.15-7.00pm

Wendy YOGA 
11.00-12noon

Amber  
ZUMBINI 0-4  
DANCE/MUSIC CLASS 
9.30-10.15am

Shrita YOGA 
9.30-11.30am

Jess 
PERFORMANCE HUB 
8.30-1.00pm

HAGLEY RAMBLERS SCOUT HUT Enquire at hagleyramblerscout@btinternet.com

Yasmin 07747 787832    Rachael 07491 222554    Nicola 07855 134062    Jess 07825 535627  
Amber 07528 688337    Wendy 07767 883277    Sarah 07879 442422    Shrita 07791 883971  



OFFERING RETURN JOURNEYS FROM HAGLEY PARISH 
to Stourbridge, Longbridge and Kidderminster

SHENCARE WILL ADHERE TO CURRENT COVID 19 GUIDANCE WHICH INCLUDES SOCIAL 
DISTANCING ON THE VEHICLE AND PASSENGERS NEED TO WEAR FACE COVERINGS.

The service will be running every Monday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. We will 
be providing journeys to Stourbridge, 
Longbridge, Kidderminster and around 
Hagley. There will normally be two 
services. Pickups will be at 09.45am and 
11.00am. Return times will by 12.00noon 
and 1.00pm. Please note that depending 
on demand the services may change their 
destination and times

Our service is Ring and Book door to door 
and is operated by Shencare Community 
Transport with the support of Hagley 
Parish Council and Worcestershire County 
Council. 

ALL JOURNEYS MUST BE PRE-BOOKED 
with the pick-up time and location being 
confirmed at the time of booking. A 
reduced fare is available for Concessionary 
Bus Pass holders. Our vehicles have 
wheelchair access for those who require it.

To register for this service and book a 
journey please call Shencare between 
10.30am - 12.30pm Monday - Friday

Shencare: Tel: 0121 476 1816
Further information is also available from 
Hagley Parish Council on 01562 885253

7
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HAGLEY THEATRE GROUP
In the kooky, upside-down world of the 
Addams Family, to be sad is to be happy, 
to feel pain is to feel joy, and death and 
suffering are the stuff of their dreams. It is 
Halloween...Wednesday Addams, the ultimate 
princess of darkness, is all grown up and has 
a shocking secret that only Gomez knows. 
She’s fallen in love with a sweet young 
man from a respectable family. With his 
cherished Morticia in the dark will Gomez 
manage to keep his daughter’s secret until 
the two families meet for a fateful dinner with 
hilarious consequences?

Join them, plus Uncle Fester, Lurch, Pugsley 
and more for a comical feast and heart-
warming story of love, family, and friendship… 
with a twist!

With wonderful music from Andrew Lippa 
and book by Rick Elice & Marshall Brickman 
it’s one not to miss! So come and join us 
for ‘one (far from) normal night’ between 
12th-15th of October at Hagley Community 
Centre. Tickets available from
www.ticketsource.co.uk/
hagleytheatregroup or Lily Blue.

HAGLEY STRING ORCHESTRA
Our major work this term is the Serenade 
for Strings by Tchaikovsky (1840-1893). He 
wrote this towards the end of his short life 
during the winter of 1880-81when he was 40. 
Thus, it comes after his Piano Concerto No. 
1 and the ballet Swan Lake, and also after his 
disastrous 2½ month marriage to one of his 
music students (social pressure?).

The Serenade is in four movements, opening 
with an imposing slow theme which returns 
after a faster main part of this movement.   
There follows a waltz, a slow Elegy, and a 
rapid finale at the end of which he surprises 
us with a return to the initial slow theme, 
thus uniting the entire work. On the score 
he wrote: ‘The larger number of players in 
the string orchestra, the more this shall be in 
accordance with the author’s wishes’ – I fear 
he would be disappointed with the current 
size of HSO, although perhaps appreciating 
our enthusiasm in playing this well-loved if 
technically challenging piece.

Tchaikovsky was 53 in 1893 when he 
conducted the premiere of his ‘Pathetique’ 
6th Symphony and was awarded an Honorary 
Doctorate in Music from Cambridge 
University. He died on the 6th of November 
in St Petersburg of cholera, although there is 
speculation that this might have been suicide. 
Throughout his life he struggled with his 
homosexuality.

Jeremy Patterson - Conductor
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Let us take the stress away 
and make sure you enjoy 
what really matters.

01562 883795 enquiry@destinatravel.co.uk

Q8572

SCAN ME  
TO SIGN UP  

TO OUR NEWSLETTER

UK HOLIDAYS

FAMILY

CRUISE

SKI &
 W

IN
TER

LONG HAUL GETAWAYS

RAIL & TOURIN
G

CITY BREAKS

We offer friendly 
and personalised 
service to get to 
know you and how 
you like to travel

CUSTOMER
SERVICE

We work with 
trusted travel 
partners to provide 
you with the 
widest choice of 
destinations and 
holiday types

CHOICE

We are experienced 
agents with a 
wealth of travel 
knowledge and 
offer a non-biased 
approach to 
booking

EXPERIENCE

We offer financial 
protection on your 
holiday so you 
can rest assured 
knowing that your 
booking is safe 
with us

PROTECTION

109 Worcester Road, Hagley, 
Stourbridge, West Midlands DY9 0NG

@DestinaTravelUK @destinatravelhagleywww.destinatravel.co.uk
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Field House Residential Home

Family-run care home with family values
Types of care available

•  Residential care

•  Specialist dementia care

•  Couples care

Also available at Field House are respite breaks 
and day care, suitable for people who require 
assistance with personal care on a short-term 
basis, or those who want to see if residential care 
meets their needs and wishes. 

Off Western Rd, Hagley

For more information, please contact us:  
Call 01562 275 113    |    Visit www.fieldhousecarehome.com  

Because we care...
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Take A 
Look Back

We have a comprehensive  

Back Issues Archive 
of previous Village News editions

There are two types: 
from October 2004 they are in searchable 
pdf format, but earlier copies are scanned 
and cannot be searched.

If you have any ‘missing’ copies that we 
could add to our collection then please do 
email admin@hagleyvillage.org

To access the archive visit: 
www.hagleyvillage.org 
see Hagley Village News section where the 
back issues are located.

Happy Reading!

Monday 25th July saw our members well 
entertained by Alan Peace recounting his 
experience of a race from John O‘Groats to 
Lands End. He had been challenged by his 
step-son to complete the journey by bus 
whilst his step-son and a colleague would 
go by bicycle. He was to use his bus pass 
and not pay for any ride. Using buses, rather 
than coaches, meant he had to criss cross 
the country as so many routes did not allow 
him a direct way. 58 different buses were 
taken; only 2 of which broke down! On the 
last morning, whilst waiting for the first bus 
out of Penzance to Lands End he received a 
call from his step-son asking where he was 
as they were waiting for him at Lands End! A 
journey of many days by differing methods of 

transport ending a mere 2 hours apart. Alan 
had carried a collecting tin in aid of Cancer 
Research and had raised £2,000.

We at Probus offer a welcome to any retired 
business or professional gentlemen form 
Hagley & District who would like to join us. 
Our next meeting will be on Monday, 26th 
September. Contact: Alan Hess, Hon Secretary 
07967 590219

HAGLEY PROBUS CLUB
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WYRE FOREST & DISTRICT CENTRE NATIONAL TRUST
Your local support group raising funds for 
the National Trust properties locally.

Our members have enjoyed a variety of 
lovely  trips this summer and are now looking 
forward to our first talk of the Autumn. This 
will take place at Blakedown Village Hall on 
13th September and will commence at the 
new time of 7.30pm. We are expecting a 
wide variety of talks in the coming months, 
some will be held in the afternoons at 2.30 

pm during the winter months . If you are a 
NT member, or volunteer at any of their 
properties , why not join us for a programme 
of interesting events throughout the year.

Toni Allison

GODFREY PARTRIDGE PHF President & Public Relations Officer 
5 Shelduck Grove, Kidderminster, Worcs DY10 4EF Tel: 01562 827225 : Email: qshare.qa@gmail.com 

It was a privilege in June at Hagley Rotary Club 
to host the group 7 meeting and share our 
good fortune with other clubs in the district. 

We have attracted 4 new members recently 
due to an extensive social program and active 
lighthearted membership club atmosphere. 
Our Guest Evening and Handover was well 
attended seating 37 members and guests 
from as far afield as Australia, and Nigeria.

New President Bill Harris expressed gratitude 
to Past President, Martin Freckelton for a year 
well served, presenting a cheque to Parkinson 
UK for £1000 and was grateful to having a 
full team of officers for his yeardue to our 
increased membership and range of vocations.

For Rotarians the month of June is when 
we consider Fellowship and the need for 
unity and concern within the activities of 
Rotary Junes Rotary Monthly Theme brings 
focus to the need to work together common 

in purpose and dead united in the purpose 
and community service. If readers would 
like to have fun with a purpose, consider 
joining our club which holds its meeting at 
6.30 pm for 7.00 pm on Monday evenings 
at the Blakedown and Churchill Golf Club. 
Alternatively try visiting our website at  
https://hagleyrotary.wixsite.com/website.

The Rotary Club of Hagley in Fellowship 
with Rotary International Dedicated to Good 
Health and Happiness for All. Should anybody 
require help or assistance or just a friendly 
phone call during the period of confinement

Martin Freckelton: 01562 700 391 or 
Dave Santus: 01562 886 529

ROTARY CLUB No 1328 District 1060

Club of Hagley

HAGLEY COUNTRY DANCERS
It was a pleasure to finish our last session with a return to near normality, and a bonus to 
hold our summer garden party, thanks to Sheila. We will restart in the Free Church Hall on 
Monday 5th September. There is always a certain buzz about the start of the Autumn term, 
with the evenings closing in. It is a good time to consider an activity to enjoy during the 
coming months and a good time to meet new friends. Anyone is very welcome to our club, 
where companionship is every bit as important as the dancing. There is plenty of parking via 
Chapel Street. There is no charge for a first visit, subsequently the cost is £2.50 per person. For 
more information, ring June Waterhouse 01562 700639
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• Professionally trained and insured operator
• Latest cleaning systemwith fast drying time
• Hard �oor cleaning & High gloss �oor shine
• Full Leather cleaning service

Maintain the cleanliness, quality and life of your carpets
and upholstery with affordable, specialist cleaning -
carried out professionally by a local business established
over 22 years ago.

Professional services for domestic & commercial clients

HAGLEY CARPET & UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING SERVICE

Call Terry or Rachaelle Mayes
01562 730410 / 07866 462454
Email: info@devilishlygood.co.uk www.devilishlygood.co.uk

50%OFF
SCOTCHGUARD
AND
ALLERGY
SHIELD*

*T&Csmay apply.

for a heavenly home

Hagley News Dec 2020:Devilishly Good 128 x 92  27/10/20  15:19  Page 1
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This month we look back to our only meeting 
in July which was on 12th and was our AGM.  
We had a very enjoyable informal evening 
being reminded of all the speakers, social 
evenings, and outings we had had during 
2021 and 2022. All our meetings are held on 
2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month (except 
in August) starting at 7.45pm for 8.00pm 
in St Saviour’s Church Hall. We now look 
forward to our new season beginning this 
month on Tuesday 13th September when 
we all register for 2022/2023. It’s always 
good to get back together again specially 
to catch up with friends we may not have 
seen over the summer. Our second meeting 
is on 27th when we hear about “The History 
of Town Crying” from Adrian Holmes.  No 
doubt, there will be a significant rise in the 
decibel count on this evening!! Posters have 
been displayed around the Village including 
one in last month’s edition of Village News, 

to encourage new members. Any club or 
organisation thrives by having new people 
to bring new life and freshness so, if you 
think you would like to join, we would love 
to welcome you into our very friendly group. 
Pick up the phone and ring our leader, Sue, on 
01562 885799 who will be very happy to chat 
to you. Hoping that all our members have 
enjoyed the summer break and are ready to 
find out what our 22/23 season has in store. 
All will be revealed on 13th September!

Ann Pagett

VILLAGE LADIES

Congratulations to 1st Hagley Rainbows and 
3rd Hagley Brownies for winning the Division 
Flowerpot Challenge Competition which was 
held at the end of July in Mary Stevens Park. 
The event was well supported by the public 
and the sculptures made from flowerpots 
generated much interest. The public really 
enjoyed voting for their favourites. The 
weather was glorious, and we just had 
to make a few adjustments to make the 
sculptures stand up to the heat. Both Guide 
Units in Hagley enjoyed being under canvas 
again with 2nd Hagley Guides enjoying 
lots of adventures at Beaudesert Activity 
Campsite on Cannock Chase and 1st Hagley 
Guides enjoying a Commonwealth Games 
themed Camp at Beaconfield Campsite at 
Lickey. None of the Guides were experienced 
campers so they all did well to develop their 
skills and resilience cooking and sleeping 
under canvas. 

Leaders have been busy planning lots of 
fantastic activities for the Autumn Term. 
Demand for places in Girlguiding locally is 
greater than ever and we have to turn lots of 
young people away.

If you would like to get involved in our 
active and fun leadership team here in 
Hagley, please contact Rachel Coton on 
hagleyrangers@gmail.com
With more adult volunteers we can make more 
offers to those who want to join Girlguiding.

WALTON DISTRICT GIRLGUIDING



By the time you read this most of school 
summer holidays will be over and if you are 
one of many Grandparents that help with 
childcare over the summer your time will 
shortly be your own again! So why not invest 
a little time in yourself instead?  

Or perhaps the hotter weather of the summer 
months has deterred you from picking up 
your activity levels and now as we enter 
the more moderate temperatures of the late 
summer and Autumn you may be thinking 
of dedicating a little time to increasing your 
fitness levels, strength, or balance? Do you 
know that our immune systems are directly 
linked to our muscle mass? – so perhaps it’s 
time to work on your strength to boost your 
immune system for the winter? 

Whatever the reason Active Seniors has a 
variety of classes locally at the Community 
Centre each week to steer you in the right 

direction. Our classes are friendly, varied and 
are designed to be adaptable (for example for 
any joint issues you may have).  So why not 
try one of our strength and balance classes, 
or our Happy Hearts cardio class, or perhaps 
you want something a little slower in pace 
and might like to try Tai Chi. Also, a class for 
those needing a gentler exercise class with 
seated options is now running on Tuesday 
afternoons.  Ring for a chat and find out more 
about our weekly schedule of classes and 
arrange a taster session.

Angela 07512 546480

ACTIVE SENIORS
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June’s extraordinary workshop by Raya 
Brown: Magic Wool was so popular with 
members, we snatched her up for a workshop, 
which was quickly sold out. This will have 
taken place by the time the Village News goes 
out but if her demo is anything to go by, it will 
be a most successful day.

July saw Mark Warner demonstrating 
Seascapes in Acrylics: seeing him show us 
the universal quandary of sea and sky was 
most welcome. Moving from all the colour 
of the previous months, it was time for black 
and white on August 8th with Adrian Clamp 
and Charcoal Portraiture. And if that was not 
bountiful enough, we had an exceptional 
workshop on August 6th with local abstract/
impressionist artist Suzanne Nicholls

And hopefully, the club may have some en 
plein sessions again at Trinity Farm, look on 
our Facebook page or website.

NEW MEMBERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME

Contact us: hagleyartclub583@gmail.com  
or just turn up at Hagley Community 
Centre 2nd Monday of every month 
7.30 start. (£5 guest fee) 

If you love all things arty you won’t regret 
it. Why not join at £25 per year and a small 
entrance fee, we are incredible value without 
compromising on calibre of visiting artists

Further details: www.hagleyartclub.co.uk

Sallie Gurney - Website Editor

ART CLUB
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Professional Lawn 
Mowing on a 

regular or ad hoc 
basis

Call today on 01384 930093 or email info@rain-or-shine.co.uk
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Supporting 
all our local businesses

Why not come onboard!

For further information on quarterly, 
half yearly and yearly rates email 

advertising@hagleyvillage.org

THINKING OF PLACING AN 
ADVERT IN THE VILLAGE NEWS?
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HAGLEY U3A
Our meeting on Wednesday 6 July was 
a belated party to celebrate the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee. Although we do not hold  
a General Meeting in August, we have 
decided to have the twice postponed Quiz  
on Friday 5 August, 2pm at St. Saviours 
Church Hall. Hopefully those members who 
have already purchased tickets at £3 each will 
be able to come, those who cannot attend 
will be refunded.

At our meeting on 7 September our speaker 
will be Lee Hale, Curator of Winterbourne 
House who will be talking about the “Past, 
Present and Future”. Another Barn Dance will 
be held in September, Crazy Whist in October 
and our annual Christmas Party in December.

Monthly meetings are held in St. Saviours 
Church Hall Hagley – doors will be open 
from 1.30 with the meeting commencing at 
1.45 pm. Refreshments will be served and 
new members are welcome. If you feel more 
comfortable wearing a mask, please do so. 
More information from Chair Jane Mottram 
(01562 888219) or Membership Secretary 
Ian Powick (01562 883822).

More information about Hagley u3a: 
www.u3asites.org.uk/hagley/welcome

THE ARTS SOCIETY - STOURBRIDGE
The Society’s new 22/23 season meeting 
begins this month - Thursday the 8th of 
September, being held as usual in Stourbridge 
Town Hall, our ideal venue, starting at 10.55 
am. The lecturer this month is Clare Ford-Wille 
and her subject: Treasures of Urbino.    Clare, 
an experienced lecturer, and author, explores 
the culture of this part of Umbria which was 
a vibrant and exciting centre under Duke 
Federico da Montefeltro who lived there in 
the second half of the 15th Century.  Amongst 
other Renaissance stars, the father of Raphael 
and Piero della Francesca looked to the duke 
as their patron.  He was a man of great taste 
and intellect, with a palace regarded as one of 
the most beautiful in Italy.

As our first lecture of the season, you are most 
welcome to join us on the 8th of September. 
To find out more details please contact Neill 
Robb either on 07484 830487 or email to 
neillrobb@btinternet.com by the 5th of 
September or earlier.

TUESDAY TEA CLUB
We meet in the Free Church hall at 2:30 on 
the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month. We 
hope to see our regular ladies in throughout 
the year and new members are all welcome. 
For more details contact Sheila Munden on 
01562 636333
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Little Kickers football sessions are the perfect 
introduction to football and sport for children 
aged 18 months to 7th birthday.

We’ve been running sessions at Hagley 
Community Centre on Wednesday afternoons 
for several years now. Whether you’ve a child 
who would benefit from playing organised 
sport with their peers, a budding footballer who 
you’d like to introduce to the game or simply get 
moving to burn off some excess energy, then 
Little Kickers is the place for them!

We run fun, friendly football sessions which 
meet most early learning objectives in a pressure 
free environment. Full details of all our sessions, 

times, venues and prices can be found at www. 
littlekickers.co.uk(Go to ‘Find A Class’) and you 
can enrol here too subject to availability.

And as a reader of this magazine we are 
happy to invite you and your child along 
for a free, none obligation taster to enable 
you to see what all the fun is about! Just  
give us a call on 07545 236917 or email 
dhomer@littlekickers.co.uk and quote the 
Hagley Village News to arrange this.

LITTLE KICKERS

BLAKEDOWN & HAGLEY TENNIS CLUB
We’re playing tennis again. Our three newly 
resurfaced courts are enjoying a new lease 
of life! Two of the courts are floodlit so play is 
possible in the evenings too and the club is open 
all year round. We are located on the left-hand 
side of the A456 just as you enter Blakedown, 
heading in the Kidderminster direction. The 
setting is great for families as we are adjacent to 
a play park and the community field. We have 
regular mix-ins on Friday and Sunday mornings 
plus Monday evenings, which means you can 
just turn up and have a game.  If you’ve not 
played for a while or you’re a beginner, why not 
take advantage of the various coaching courses 
available.  We also enter a number of teams 
in the local leagues which is a great way of 

meeting players from other clubs and we also 
have a friendly annual club tournament.

For more information visit: https://
clubspark.lta.org.uk/BlakedownTennisClub 
or follow us on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/
blakedownhagleytennis/

Sandy Thomas

HCK BADMINTON CLUB
HCK Badminton Club has re-opened on 
Tuesdays 8-10 pm as well as continuing our 
Friday sessions 8-10 pm. We will be offering 
adult beginners / improvers sessions during the 
Tuesday slot - a perfect opportunity for anyone 
looking for a chance to get into the game to 
have a go in a friendly, informal environment. 
Experienced players from HCK badminton club 
will be on hand to provide tips and support as 
necessary. £7 per person per session or £30 for 
5 sessions. Own equipment is not necessary. 
Please contact Paul in advance for more 
information on 07731744467.

The competitive badminton season has finally 
restarted post covid, with a good win for our 
mixed team over manor badminton club. We 
are looking forward to a good season on and 
off court, with Friday club nights thriving and a 
number of social events planned.
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HAGLEY PARISH COUNCIL
We hope you all had a good Summer and 
made the most of what the village has to offer.

The good weather has really helped the local 
foliage and as a result we would like to remind 
all residents that it is your responsibility to 
keep your hedges trimmed back for footpaths 
and highways to remain clear at all times.

It been great to see lots of people making 
good use of the playing field, but please 
note that for any organised activities, for 
example, fitness classes, football training, 
friendlies, bootcamp etc, the Parish Council 
must be notified. For all activities we must 
firstly ensure that there are no clashes with  
booked activities, and we need to make 
sure that necessary risk assessments and 
insurances are in place. Please contact the 
Clerk on: clerk@hagleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 
or 01562 885253

The Hagley Community Bus runs to 
Stourbridge, Kidderminster and Longbridge.
Please contact Shencare Transport for more 
details on 0121 476 1816.

To stay up to date with news and information, 
give our Facebook page a ‘like’ and keep an 
eye on the website.

Hagley Parish Council 
Web: hagleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Email: clerk@hagleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Tel: 01562 885253

Hagley Community Centre 
1 large hall, meeting room, stage, kitchen and toilets 
Contact Nick at bookings@hagleyvillage.org

Please visit the HCA website www.hagleyvillage.org 
for more information on past, current and future events

Available for 
public use
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HAGLEY NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 

HAGLEY NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

Some good news. A man was arrested 19th 
July at Bell End, Belbroughton for cultivating 
cannabis and cruelty to animals.

A blue Range Rover reg E*** HHK was stolen 
without keys from Winchester Close on 22nd 
July at 23:00hrs.

I can hardly believe that I am reporting 
that a grey Veleco faster lithium battery 
invalid carriage was stolen off the drive on 
Worcester Road on 19th July! Words fail me. 
Any info please contact police quoting log 
00729-I-20072022 or ring crime stoppers on  
0800 555 111.

Theft of Motor Vehicle, Thursday 14th July 
2022 Worcester Road: At approximately 
12:29pm a Silver Land Rover Discovery HSE, 
GN18xxx was stolen from outside the Co-op.  

A white Land Rover reg VO70 UPY was 
stolen 7th July, from Worcester Road at 09:15 
without keys. A large male wearing a high vis 
jacket was seen getting out of a grey BMW 
and into the back of the Land Rover, climbing 
into the front seat. The driver of the BMW 
was wearing a balaclava. The vehicles drove 
towards the island at the top at Park Road. 
Any info please contact police quoting log 
00108-I-07072022 or ring crime stoppers on 
0800 555 111.

A white Astra that had broken down on Park 
Road was set on fire on 2nd July at 18:30hrs. 
The window had been smashed and the 
front and rear seats had been set alight. 
Any info please contact police quoting log 
00516-I-02072022 or ring crime stoppers on  
0800 555 111.

Steve Colella - Co-ordinator 

The ‘Direction of Travel’ document was 
issued to Bromsgrove District Council.  An 
initial verbal update has been received and 
a face-to-face feedback session will be held 
with Bromsgrove Planners in due course. 

The planning officers were appreciative of the 
early sight into the direction of travel of the 
plan and said that it contained some useful 
details. Guidance was given on some of the 
areas that would need further quotative 
evidence as well as other areas which 
will need further work.  Greater in-depth 
discussions will be held at the forthcoming 
meeting and public consultation meetings 
will be planned for autumn.  

The main points that the DoT highlighted was 
the increase in population over recent years 
and its impact on infrastructure, amenities 
and services, Hagley is a commuter/dormitory 

village and as such subject to transient traffic 
coming through the road networks, causing 
significant congestion and an increase in rat-
runs, Hagley has both a daytime and night-
time economy and parking in and around the 
centre is an issue, there has been an erosion of 
our natural environment and loss of important 
trees and hedgerows, despite increase in new 
houses infrastructure investment has been 
left behind, past mistakes should be learnt 
and not repeated, the plan questioned if 
schools and Healthcare services could cope 
with more houses and the point was made 
that the Hagley Plan must be based on an 
integrated, strategic approach to its specific 
situation, not one-off, isolated actions or 
subject to a district one-size-fits-all plan.

Cllr Steve Colella 
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I HELP 
OVERWEIGHT
PEOPLE BURN FAT
AND BUILD 
CONFIDENCE

enquiries@jameswarehampt.com
07970 332 321

www.jameswarehampt.com
@jameswarehampt

PERSONAL TRAINING
ONLINE COACHING
NUTRITIONAL SUPPORT

contact me for a free consultation

over 12 years experience
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TOPJOB 
Property Maintenance, Repairs and General 

Handyman Services 

           Contact Garry 
            07434 888789     
topjob@virginmedia.com

www.cijpaintingdecorating.co.uk
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G A S & P L U M B I N G

50
44

99

w: www.amdgas.co.uk  |  t: 01562 710151  |  m: 07936 326730

a  Boiler & central heating 
installation, service & repair.

a  Gas fires, cookers, ovens & 
hobs.

a  Gas safety inspections & 
certificates.

a  Bathroom & wet room 
installation.

a  Taps, sinks, wash basins, baths 
& showers.

a  All plumbing maintenance & 
repairs.

Heating & Plumbing Specialists for your Home and Business

No job is too small, ask us for a free quote!

Tel: 01562 882295
143/145 Worcester Rd, West Hagley, W.Mids DY9 0NW
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Celebrate in Style in our stunning 
parkland location. Set in 60 
acres with stunning views of the 
Worcestershire countryside.
Full licensed bar, dancefloor and 
catering packages to suit all tastes.
Available for Private Hire:
• FAMILY CELEBRATIONS
• PRIVATE PARTIES
• BUSINESS MEETINGS
• FUNERAL RECEPTIONS

For more information contact:
THE EVENTS TEAM ON
01562 700018
W: www.churchillblakedowngolfclub.co.uk
E: admin@churchillblakedowngolfclub.co.uk

AT 
CHURCHILL & BLAKEDOWN

GOLF CLUB

 

Join the caring and dedicated team 
of CAREGivers at Home Instead 

and help make a world of difference

• Award winning training
• All visits a minimum of one hour

• No uniform
• Great rates of pay

• Rated Outstanding by CQC

Each Home Instead Senior Care® franchise office is independently owned and operated. Copyright © Home Instead 2020.

I like to feel I am their friend; 
I enjoy helping them to stay 
in their own home.

– Sue B.
 Home Instead CAREGiver

COVID Safety
Whatever it takes, we help people to 
stay safe and live well at home, the 

safest place to be.

• Masks provided for all visits
• Social Distancing

To apply, call 01562 884956
homeinstead.co.uk/stourbridge-hagley-halesowen

Photograph May 2019
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BECOME 
AFFILIATED

Promoting your Club or Association is always a 
challenge, and to keep yours in the public eye 
why not become affiliated with the HCA.

More information:  
affiliations@hagleyvillage.org
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EMERGENCY CALL OUTS

DOMESTIC PLUMBING & HEATING

COMMERCIAL PLUMBING & HEATING

BOILER SERVICES

DRAINAGE

REGISTERED GAS SAFE AND OFTEC OIL

W W W . Y O U N G S P L U M B I N G S E R V I C E S . C O M   |   0 7 4 9 5  8 4 4 2 0 1

Y O U R  L O C A L  P L U M B I N G  E N G I N E E R S
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INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

01384 395048 | www.hporter.co.uk
H. PORTER & SONS Old Church House, 60 South Road, Stourbridge, DY8 3UJ

Tailored funerals 
reflecting the life of your loved one
Modern service with a tradition of trust including:
• Available 24 hours
• A caring, guiding hand in difficult times 
• Free quotations and clear, simple pricing
• Bespoke funeral transport
• Peaceful, private, chapels of rest
• Pre-paid funeral plans
•  Fully-catered spacious Lounge 
• Florist service
• Memorial masonry

Respectful. Professional. Personal. 
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TEL: 0121 501 3542       www.lifecentralchurch.org.uk

Enjoy and treat 
yourself 

to our Barrista 
coffee

football 
returns

WHAT 
A SUMMER!

hot hot hot
Hoping you have enjoyed your holidays,  

and are now preparing to start a new season.
Schools/Colleges…  All the best to everyone 
starting new or going on to new challenges.

LITTLE TREASURES ...... returns 
THURSDAY 8TH SEPTEMBER 10.00 - 11.30am

HAGLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE

SUNDAY SERVICE ...... join us 
SUNDAY 4TH SEPTEMBER 10.30am

COME TO OUR  ALPHA COURSE 
TUESDAY 27 SEPTEMBER 7.30pm 

Upstairs in the  
King Arthur - Hagley
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HAGLEY FREE CHURCH
95 Worcester Road, Hagley DY9 0NG
Secretary: Tel: 01562 884344

CHURCH OFFICE Monday, Thursday, Friday: 8.30am - 11.30pm
Contact 07922 508014 or Email: hfc1905@btinternet.com for all enquiries and bookings. 
Visit us at www.hagley.freechurch.org.uk

SEPTEMBER: In Christian imagery, Mary is portrayed as sorrowful and in September the 

Catholic Church celebrates the memory of Our Lady of sorrows. The season is represented 

by the liturgical colour green, a symbol of hope and the colour of a sprouting seed. It arouses 

the hope of a glorious resurrection. It reminds us to respect our Planet’s resources and pray 

that they will be treated in a just and respectful manner. Let us pray too for a plentiful season’s 

harvest. Every Blessing from all of us at Hagley Free Church.

FRIDAY COFFEE MORNING 1st Friday of each month in the Church Hall from 10am-12pm. 
Everyone is welcome. 

CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT
Committed to Jesus Christ and all too which He calls us

SUNDAY SERVICES SEPTEMBER 2022

Date

04th September 2022

11th September 2022

18th September 2022

25th September 2011

Evening 6.00pmMorning 10.30am

Rev. Dr. Phillip Rees - Holy Communion

Pastor David Umbers 

Mr Blair Kesseler

Rev. Peter Bradley - Harvest Festival
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THE PARISH OF HAGLEY
St John the Baptist with St Saviour’s 
www.hagleycofe.co.uk 
admin@hagleycofe.co.uk 
Tel: 01562 886363 
Facebook: search for hagleycofe

WORSHIP AND EVENTS IN SEPTEMBER 2022 - FOR HAGLEY AND CLENT

Date

04th September 2022 
Trinity 12

11th September 2022 
Trinity 13

18th September 2022 
Trinity 14

25th September 2022 
Trinity 15

10.30am

Holy Communion at St John’s 
Worship 4 All at St Leonard’s

Holy Communion / Sunday Club at St Saviour’s 
Holy Communion at St Leonard’s

Family Communion at St John’s 
All Together Family Service at St Leonard’s

Holy Communion / Sunday Club at St Saviour’s 
Holy Communion at St Leonard’s

5.00pm

 

 

Sunday Worship  
on Zoom

THURSDAY 8TH SEPTEMBER: Mothers’ Union: Clent Parish Hall at 2.00pm. Talk by Hearing 
Dogs for the Deaf. All are very welcome.

SUNDAY 11TH SEPTEMBER: Music for Sanctuary Concert, St John’s, 3.00 pm. Trumpet 
Inspirations – a concert of music for trumpet and strings. Free entry – collection for charity. 

THURSDAY 15TH SEPTEMBER:  Hagley Mothers’ Union meeting at 2.30 pm St Saviour’s 
Church Hall. All are very welcome. 

We will be running an Alpha Course, for anyone who wishes to explore the Christian faith, 
beginning this month – and a Parish Quiet Day at Holland House on Thursday 6th October.  
Please contact the Parish Office, or see our Pewsheet, for details.

Please contact the Parish Office if you wish to 
enquire about a baptism or wedding, would 
like to be sent the link to join worship on Zoom, 
receive our church magazine “Contact” or 
weekly Pewsheet (details as above). 

There is a said service of Holy Communion 
at St Leonard’s at 10.30 am on the 1st and 3rd 
Wednesday each month, and in St Saviour’s at 
10.30 am every Thursday. 
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HAGLEY VILLAGE NEWS ADVERTISING & EDITORIAL
TERMS AND CONDITIONS

DEADLINES 
THE COPY DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF  
BOTH EDITORIAL AND ADVERTISING IS: 
Before noon on 1st of preceding month  
(i.e. before noon June 1st for July edition)

ADVERTISING 
Adverts must be in the following format:  
300dpi jpeg or pdf

⅛ Page - 46mm x 64mm (HxW) Landscape 
¼ Page - 92mm x 64mm (HxW) Portrait 
½ Page - 92mm x 128mm (HxW) Landscape

 
Payment in full on submission of copy, a 
charge may be made for midterm alterations.

Email artwork for adverts to: 
editor@hagleyvillage.org

PLEASE NOTE: Editorial may be 
reproduced on the village website

TODDLER GROUPS - parents/guardians stay
MONDAYS 
STAY & PLAY 0-5 Romsley Scout Hut  
9:30-11.00am Call Laura 07525 476339

BOUNCE & RHYME 0-2 Hagley Library 
Email: halib@worcestershire.gov.uk

WEDNESDAYS 
TODDLERS Hagley Free Church 9:30-11:15am 
Call Zsuzsi 07852749268

THURSDAYS 
STAY & PLAY 0-5 Churchill Villlage Hall 
9:30-10:30am and 10:45-11:45am  
Call Laura 07525 476339

LITTLE TREASURES 
Hagley Community Centre 10.15-11.30am 

FRIDAYS 
RAINBOW STAY & PLAY 0-5 
Conkers (next to Hagley kindergarten) 
9:30-11:15am 
Email: Zsuzsi at zsuzsannatandy@gmail.com

SATURDAYS 
LEGO CLUB 5+ Hagley Library 2:30-3:30pm 
Contact the library 
or Email: halib@worcestershire.gov.uk

Please mention the Hagley Village News when replying to advertisements.

HAGLEY VILLAGE NEWS is distributed FREE to households in Hagley. Advertising revenue 
pays for the printing but the Editor, Advertising Manager, Distribution Manager and distributors 
are all VOLUNTEERS. THE HAGLEY VILLAGE NEWS ACCEPTS NO RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
THE SERVICE, PRODUCTS OR OTHERWISE OF ADVERTISERS AND CONTRIBUTORS IN THIS 
PUBLICATION. FULL DETAILS – PLEASE SEE THE WEBSITE www.hagleyvillage.org and our 
Facebook page
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ST JOHN’S BELLRINGING
Families and guests at recent weddings we 
have rung at have been extremely grateful for 
us ringing. The sound of church bells across 
the countryside is very reassuring sound. We 
continue to ring with as many ringers as we 
have available, although at times it can be 
difficult to get the numbers. We are always 
looking to recruiting new ringers, so if you are 
interested then please do get in touch. 

Richard Scarth,  
Tower Captain, St John’s, Hagley 
Tel: 07768 273545 
Email: hagleyringers@gmail.com

HAGLEY LIBRARY

LOCAL COUNCILLOR/MP CONTACTS

Our free children’s activities are back! We do 
have strict numbers so booking in advance is 
essential as our events are filling up very fast. 
So, whether you would like to bring your child 
along to singing at bounce and rhyme/active 
tots or come and listen to a story and do a 
simple activity at story time we would love to 
see you all again!

You can also come in to browse and borrow as 
normal. Our public network terminals are ready 
and waiting for you to use. Don’t forget you 

can browse our catalogue on our website at  
www.worcestershire.gov.uk/libraries and 
order books for collection from the library. 
If you love ebooks you can use your library 
membership for access to ‘borrowbox’ where 
there are lots of titles for you to enjoy. If you 
would like any help please come in and ask a 
member of staff, we will happily show you. 

Can we also take this opportunity to thank our 
volunteers as you are all absolutely brilliant!

HAGLEY PARISH COUNCIL: Hagley Pavilion, Hagley Playing Fields, Victoria Passage, Hagley DY9 0DA ..... 01562 885253
LOCAL M.P.: Sajid Javid - Constituency Office .............................................................................................. 01527 872135
HAGLEY (& FURLONGS) COUNTY COUNCILLOR (CLENT HILLS DIVISION): Karen May ....................... 07818 085140
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR FOR HAGLEY WEST: Steve Colella ...................................................................... 01562 882996
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR FOR HAGLEY EAST: Councillor Rachel Jenkins ................................................. 07974 257172

THE HAGLEY LIBRARY HEALTHY WALKING GROUP
Starting on Wednesday 13th April at 10.30am from the library. The walks will be on the 2nd and 
4th Wednesday of the month. The walks will be for an hour and everyone is welcome. Please 
contact the library at halib@worcestershire.gov.uk for more information.
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AFFILIATED CLUBS AND SOCIETIES
ACTIVE SENIORS: Angela ................................................................................................................................ 07512 546480
BLAKEDOWN AND HAGLEY TENNIS CLUB: www.blakedownhagleytennis.co.uk .................................. 01562 885252
CLENT HILLS CONSERVATIVES: Simon Nock ............................................................................................... 07966 138298
FREE CHURCH: Martin Heathcock, 6 Hawthorn Coppice, Hagley DY9 0PE ............................................. 01562 884677
FRIENDS OF ST. JOHN’S CHURCH: Judith Whitehouse, 30 Newfield Road, Hagley, DY9 0JR .............. 01562 884724
HAGLEY ART CLUB: Bob Haywood-Lister, 4 Waterworks Cottages, Stourbridge Road, DY10 3NX ...... 01562 700078
HAGLEY CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL: Mr B McArdle, Brake Lane, Hagley, DY8 2XL ................................ 01562 883193
HAGLEY CRICKET CLUB: Steve Plant, Neil Hurst, 56 Winds Point, Hagley DY9 9BM .............................. 07834 157035
HAGLEY GUIDES, BROWNIES, RAINBOWS: Rachel Coton ....................................... rachel.hagleyrangers@gmail.com
HAGLEY HELPLINE: .......................................................................................................................................... 01562 886696
HAGLEY HISTORICAL & FIELD SOCIETY: Rachel Paget, 36 Western Road, Hagley ................................. 07807 361092
HAGLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL AND KINDERGARTEN: Vanessa Payne, Park Road, Hagley DY9 0PX ....... 01562 883280
HAGLEY RAMBLER SCOUTS: Sue Corlett ..................................................................................................... 07880 736383
HAGLEY STRING ORCHESTRA: Haydn Thomas, 39 Summervale Road , Hagley ..................................... 01562 885252
HAGLEY THEATRE GROUP: Sue Dean, 38 Kidderminster Road , Hagley DY9 0QD ................................ 01562 884906
HAGLEY WI: Irene Oliver, Rous Lench, Brake Lane, Hagley, DY8 2XW ...................................................... 01562 885964
HAND OF FRIENDSHIP: Mrs Jean Deacy 30 Sweetpool Lane , Hagley DY8 2XE ..................................... 01562 885760
HAYBRIDGE HIGH SCHOOL: Joanne Stanley, Brake Lane, Hagley DY8 2XS ........................................... 01562 886213
HCK BADMINTON: Greg O’Callaghan .......................................................................................................... 07892 974095
LIFE CENTRAL: Jo Gregory , Location Pastor Lifecentralchurch Hagley................................................... 0121 501 3542
LITTLE KICKERS: David Homer, 1 Junepole Drive, Hagley DY8 3XU ......................................................... 07545 236917
MC PAWS: Mark Collins ................................................................................................................................... 01562 633045
PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL: St Saviours Church, 1 Park Road, Hagley DY9 0NS ...........................  01562 886363
PERFORMANCE HUB: Jess ............................................................................................................................. 07825 535627
PILATES WITH YASMIN: Yasmin .................................................................... yasminpilates@gmail.com 07747 787832 
PROBUS CLUB: Alan Hess Arran House Western Road Hagley DY9 0HZ ................................................. 07967 590219
ROTARY CLUB: David Dewhirst, 6 Trehernes Drive, Pedmore .................................................................... 07966 116612
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION: Helen Roberts ..........................................................................01384 378934, 07962980446
TUESDAY TEA CLUB: Sheila Munden, 33 Kittiwake Drive, Kidderminster, DY10 4RS.............................. 01562 636333
THE STOURBRIDGE ARTS SOCIETY: Neill Robb .......................................................................................... 01562 885300 
UNIVERSITY OF THIRD AGE: Ian Powick ........................................................................................................ 01562 883822
VERVE TAEKWONDO SCHOOLS: John Swift, 47 Land Oak Drive, Kidderminster, DY10 2ST ............... 01562 827437
VILLAGE LADIES: Sue Billington, 23, Lodge Crescent ................................................................................. 01562 885799
WEST HAGLEY FOOTBALL CLUB: Annette Malanaphy, 11 The Parklands, Pedmore, DY9 7JT ............. 01384 396502
WEST GLEN HTM: Karen Braden .................................................................................................................... 01384 637085
WYRE FOREST NT: Toni Allison ....................................................................................................................... 01562 884079

ST. JOHN’S & ST. SAVIOUR’S: Sue Priest, St Saviour’s Church, 1 Park Road DY9 0NS ............................. 01562 886363
ST JOHNS HAND & TOWER BELLRINGERS: Richard Scarth,1 Clent Drive,Hagley DY9 9LN.................. 07768 273545
WEST MERCIA POLICE GENERAL CONTACT NUMBER ............................................................................. 0300 333 3000
CRIME STOPPER LINE (CONFIDENTIAL) Freephone ......................................................................................0800 555111
HAGLEY LIBRARY .............................................................................................................................................. 01905 822722
HAGLEY MEDICAL PRACTICE ........................................................................................................................  01562 881700

Hagley Village Directory



“There is a time in late September when the leaves are still green, and the days are still 
warm, but somehow you know that it is all about to end, as if summer was holding its 
breath, and when it let it out again, it would be autumn” Sharyn McCrumb
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